A survey of trematode cercariae in Bithynia goniomphalos in northeast Thailand.
A survey of trematode larvae in the fresh water snail, Bithynia goniomphalos in the main water reservoir of Huai Thalaeng district, Nakhon Ratchasima Province, Thailand, was conducted. The study site is in an area with a high prevalence of Opisthorchis viverrini infection. Malacological samplings were made during the year 2000 to study the prevalence and intensity of infection. Parasitological examinations of 527 live snails were performed at the Veterinary Parasitology Laboratory, Chulalongkorn University. Of the 527 snails, only 16 (3.04%) were found to be infected with cercariae. Of these 16 snails, 75% were infected with Amphistome cercariae, 6.25% with Armatae cercariae and 18.75% with Virgulate cercariae. Most infected snails (75%) had a density of infection of less than 100 cercariae/snail. No snail was infected with cercariae of Opisthorchis spp. This snail was, therefore, unlikely to be the intermediate host of Opisthorchis viverrini in the main water reservior of Huai Thalaeng district.